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Impact of COVID-19
COVID-19 and restrictions on international travel have continued to have an impact on events in 2021. There were impacts on the Spring European Classic Regattas with the Princess Sofia Regatta and the Semaine Olympique Française cancelled and Kieler Woche postponed to September. Many annual regattas were scaled back to focus on domestic participation and are hopeful to return to international participation in 2022.
There was also an impact on the remaining Olympic Qualification Events that had not taken place in 2020. Qualification events schedule to take place at the Princess Sofia Regatta and the Semaine Olympique Française were rescheduled and were successfully hosted in Lanzarote, Spain and Vilamoura, Portugal. Qualification events scheduled to take place in Abu Dhabi, UAE were rescheduled and were successfully hosted in Mussanah, Oman.
The IOC and Tokyo 2020 issued a series of COVID-19 Playbooks for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games that ultimately worked very well. 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games
Despite some serious challenges for MNAs, NOCs, sailors, coaches and officials the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games took place, and the Sailing events were a great success. 
Thanks, in particular go to Tokyo 2020 and the Japanese Sailing Federation for working so hard to make the Sailing events the success they were. 
The Technical Delegates, Olympic Manager, Jury Chairman, PRO and the Chair of the Technical Committee have written extensive reports on the Olympic Games and provided clear recommendations for the future. 
Paris 2024 Olympic Games
A combined Events and Equipment Committee Working Party was appointed to work on the wording of a new Regulation 23.11 to allow for assessment of Alternative Events for 2024 Olympic Games Mid-Year Meeting 2021 World Sailing should the IOC reject the proposal for a Mixed Offshore Event. 
At the 2021 Mid-Year meeting Alternative Event proposals were recommended to the Council and the IOC ultimately confirmed Men’s and Women’s Kiteboarding Events in place of the Mixed Offshore Event. The IOC also confirmed a reduced athlete quota of 330 for the Sailing events at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. 
Following the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games the Events Committee Quotas and Qualification Working Party and Format Working Party have worked hard to finalize final recommendations for the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. Final decisions will be made by the Council at the 2021 Annual Conference.  
Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games
A combined Events and Equipment Committee Event Review Working Party was appointed to finalize recommendation on which Events and Equipment should be placed under review ahead of final decisions on the Event Programme for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games. Final decisions will be made by the Council at the 2021 Annual Conference. 
The Events Committee Regulation 23 Working Party has also developed submissions to ensure a clear timeline for decisions for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games and to look at criteria for future Olympic Games. 
2021-2028 Event Strategy
The Events Committee Calendar Working Party is reviewing the 2021-2024 calendar and recognized that flexibility is going to be important – in particular in 2021. 
The Calendar Working Party is working a report for the 2022 Mid-Year meeting that will look at the strategy and calendar from 2025 to 2032. 
The Events Committee Rankings Working Party has worked hard to implement the World Rankings for the Paris 2024 Olympic Classes but this needs to be accelerated. 
Youth Sailing World Championships
The Youth Events Sub-committee ran a successful bid process to ultimately appoint Mussanah, Oman as the host of the 2021 Youth Worlds.
Preparations are well under way for a successful Championship that will be held from 11-18 December 2021. 
Plans are well under way for the 2022 Youth Worlds that will take place in The Hague, The Netherlands, in July. 
Match Racing
The Match Racing Sub-committee has worked very hard to ensure that World Championships take place in 2021 and has worked hard to develop the Match Racing Rankings. 
The 2021 Youth Match Racing World Championship were successfully held at the Balboa Yacht Club, in California, USA. 
The 2021 Women’s Match Racing World Championship were scheduled to take place in Auckland, NZL but were cancelled. The Yacht Club de Cherbourg stepped in at the last moment to host the 2021 World Championship in Cherbourg, France from 27 to 31 October 2021. 
The World Match Racing Tour has again been impacted by COVID-19. The Final event or the 2021 Tour will now be held in Shenzhen, China in March 2022 following the postponement of the event that was schedule to take place in December 2021.
Team Racing
The Team Racing Sub-committee has worked hard in 2021 to create a new strategy for Team Racing in 2022 and beyond and the Events Committee is looking forward to progressing this work in the coming years.
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